A SHORTER HISTORY OF ENGLAND
France did. And the threat had now grown acute because the
little Queen of Scotland—which country was England's heredi-
tary enemy—had been taken to France and there engaged to the
son and heir of the French King. With France and England's
ancient enemy united under one crown to the north and to the
south, England would indeed be in peril. Should the Queen
meet that peril by a foreign marriage, allying herself with the
Emperor through wedding his son Philip, Prince of Spain, or
in some other fashion ?
The Question of the Royal Marriage. Gardiner, the
strongly Catholic-minded Bishop of Winchester whom Mary
had made her Chancellor—that is, head of the Government—
was intensely English. He was especially national in his
detestation of heresy, in which feeling the great bulk of his
fellow-Englishmen agreed with him, and he was also inclined
with them to fear a foreign marriage. Here he followed his
instinct rather than his reason, for reason was all in favour of a
royal alliance with the Habsburgs to preserve England from the
danger of France and Scotland, now combined. Gardiner then
urged Mary to make a native marriage, and to wed some
Englishman,
There had recently been released from the Tower one
Edward Courtenay, a direct Plantagenet in blood. His grand-
mother, Catherine, was the daughter of Edward IV; she had
married Courtenay, the Earl of Devon. Her son had been
beheaded by Henry VIII as part of the general Tudor policy of
destroying the Plantagenets, and his son was this young man,
twenty-seven years of age. Such a marriage would have
strengthened the Throne, and had there been children it would
have revived the still surviving feeling for the Plantagenet
dynasty. And, above all, it would have been English. But
Mary after some hesitation refused the match because she was
disgusted with the young man's debauchery. Then there was
some talk of Pole, who had played so great a part in her father's
later reign and who was equally a Plantagenet—being the
grandson of Clarence, Edward IV's brother. His mother had
also been put to death by Henry in his policy of getting rid of
the Plantagenets: he stood for the strictest orthodoxy, and, as
we have seen, had been used to further the Papal policy in
England. But a match with him would have left doubts upon
the succession, for he was very nearly sixteen years older than
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